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contains the word 
group or category.  
What is the category 
of this group? 

________________

Simplified Definition
•	 A student-friendly 

definition

Context Sentence
•	 A sentence that uses the word in context so that 

students can generate the definition from the 
context alone.

•	 How does a context sentence differ from a 
sentence that correctly uses the word but isn’t 
“contextual,” like “That man is a curmudgeon.”?  

Variations
•	 Alternative forms of the 

words (like “loquacity”) 

language



Flashcards Overview

Knowsys Master Vocabulary Card ListGrade SAT

irony
ī  rə nē

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

N
the use of words to express the opposite 

of what they literally mean

With great irony, the accountant described the 3-day 
conference on changes in the tax laws as "entertaining."

LANGUAGE

18

SAT

loquacious
-

lō kwā  shəs

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

A
excessively talkative

The loquacious lady talked and talked but never 
listened.

LANGUAGE

19

SAT

platitude
-

pla  tə tüd

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

N
a trite statement

The president began the office meeting with the same 
old platitudes about how great the company was doing.

LANGUAGE

20

SAT

reticent
re  tə sənt

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

A
quiet and reserved

Reginald was reticent to discuss political hot topics 
because he did not enjoy political debates.

LANGUAGE

21

SAT

rhetoric
re  tə rik

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

N
1) the art of using language skillfully or 2) 

insincere language

Voters who planned to vote the party line ignored the 
candidates' persuasive rhetoric.

LANGUAGE

22

SAT

verbose
-

vər bōs 

Group: 2

Copyright © 2004-2012 Knowsys Educational Services LLC. All Right

Memory Box

A
wordy

The verbose poet used every possible adjective to 
describe the beauty of the scene.

LANGUAGE

23
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Word Group
•	 The back of the cards 

contains the word 
group or category.  
What is the category 
of this group? 

________________

Simplified Definition
•	 A student-friendly 

definition

Context Sentence
•	 A sentence that uses the word in context so that 

students can generate the definition from the 
context alone.

•	 How does a context sentence differ from a 
sentence that correctly uses the word but isn’t 
“contextual,” like “That man is a curmudgeon.”?  

Variations
•	 Alternative forms of the 

words (like “loquacity”) The “What if I tell you” 
Method:  Never be the 
students’ dictionary.  Always 
have them generate the 
definition from a context you 
provide.  

language
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Part of Speech
•	 The back of the card 

has an A, N, or V.  
What do those letters 
stand for?  	

A = ____________	

N = ____________	

V = _____________	

•	 Why are there no 
adverbs on the 
cards?  Adverbs 
aren’t tested on the 

_______________

Word Group
•	 The back of the cards 

contains the word 
group or category.  
What is the category 
of this group? 

________________

Simplified Definition
•	 A student-friendly 

definition

Context Sentence
•	 A sentence that uses the word in context so that 

students can generate the definition from the 
context alone.

•	 How does a context sentence differ from a 
sentence that correctly uses the word but isn’t 
“contextual,” like “That man is a curmudgeon.”?  

Variations
•	 Alternative forms of the 

words (like “loquacity”) 

Adjective
Noun 
Verb 

SAT or PSAT

language
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Part of Speech
•	 The back of the card 

has an A, N, or V.  
What do those letters 
stand for?  	

A = ____________	

N = ____________	

V = _____________	

•	 Why are there no 
adverbs on the 
cards?  Adverbs 
aren’t tested on the 

_______________

Word Group
•	 The back of the cards 

contains the word 
group or category.  
What is the category 
of this group? 

________________

Memory Box
•	 Let’s discuss this now 

(see page 12)

Simplified Definition
•	 A student-friendly 

definition

Context Sentence
•	 A sentence that uses the word in context so that 

students can generate the definition from the 
context alone.

•	 How does a context sentence differ from a 
sentence that correctly uses the word but isn’t 
“contextual,” like “That man is a curmudgeon.”?  

Variations
•	 Alternative forms of the 

words (like “loquacity”) 

Adjective
Noun 
Verb 

SAT or PSAT

language




